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The Comedy of Errors
By William Shakespeare

Edited by Gary Owen
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Performance Schedule 2010

· Saturday, 7 August, 2010 10:30am 

· Saturday, 14 August, 2010 10:30am 

· Saturday, 4 September, 2010 10:30am 

· Wednesday, 8 September, 2010 2pm 

· Thursday, 9 September, 2010 10:15 am (few seats remaining) 

· Friday, 10 September, 2010 7:15pm 

· Saturday, 11 September, 2010 1pm

All performance take place at The Courtyard Theatre in Stratford
Cast and Creative Team
Antipholus of Ephesus - James Tucker
Dromio of Ephesus - Dyfan Dwyfor
Adriana wife to Antipholus of Ephesus - Christine entwisle
Luciana sister of Adriana - Debbie Korley
Egeon a merchant of Syracuse - David Carr

Antipholus of Syracuse - Richard Katz
Dromio of Syracuse - Jonjo O’Neill
Abbess - Sophie Russell
Solinus Duke of Ephesus - James Traherne
Angelo a goldsmith - Dharmesh Patel
Balthazar a merchant - Peter Peverley
Courtesan - Mariah Gale
All other parts played by members of the company

Directed by Paul Hunter

Designed by Michael Vale
Music by Iain Johnstone
Associate Director Hayley Carmichael
Tap choreography and Dance Captain Sophie Russell
Company text and Voice Work by Alison Bomber
Assistant Director Vik Sivalingam
Music Captain Peter Peverley
Casting by Hannah Miller CDG
Production Manager Rebecca Watts
Costume Supervisor Bushy Westfallen
Company Manager Michael Dembowicz
Stage Manager Suzanne Bourke
Assistant Stage Manager Joanna Vimpany
Education Workshop Director Sonia Hyams 
The Work of RSC Education
“The buzz that allows learning to happen”

The Comedy of Errors began its life in May 2009 with a three week tour of Primary and Secondary schools across the Black Country; the aim – to take the RSC to those audiences who wouldn’t traditionally access it.
“Thanks for really inspiring me inside” – Luke, a student from Blanford Mere Primary School, Dudley

“You’ve brought the buzz back: that’s what allows learning to happen. They’ll be talking about this all week. This might be the only Shakespeare these children ever experience in their whole lives; and what better experience could they have?” – Miss Barnfield, Headteacher, White Hall Junior Community School, Walsall
For Schools, teacher, Students and Undergraduates

We want you to enjoy Shakespeare and achieve more as a result of connecting with his work. We offer a rich programme from students and teachers and look forward to working with you.

Teacher’s Courses

Our CPD courses in active approaches are proven to build teachers’ skills and confidence in connecting their pupils with Shakespeare. We offer one day courses for teachers in every phase of education from early years to secondary, including SEN.

We offer a range of activities for students, including:

· Full and half day practical sessions exploring the creative choices in the current productions

· Practical workshops on any of shakespeare’s plays focusing on key areas which are relevant to your students and their studies
· Pre-show on stage sessions with members of the acting company

· Sixth Form Conferences for English and Theatre Studies students

See www.rsc.org.uk/education for more details. 

Young People’s Shakespeare –  The Comedy of Errors
is part of a programme of work inspired by our commitment to give children and young people high quality experiences of Shakespeare. We know children and young people get the most from Shakespeare when they:

· See it Live

· Start it Earlier

· Do it on your Feet
Behind the Scenes

This production of The Comedy of Errors, created with the acclaimed theatre company Told by an Idiot, is specifically made for children and families. During the rehearsals the actors had to make important decisions about how to present different parts of the play. We have listed these here so you can talk to your friends, family and teachers about them and think about whether they made the right decisions or if you would have done anything differently. You might also want to have a look at what actors say in this programme, and see if your favourite bit of the play is the same. 

The Port of Ephesus

The setting for the play has been designed as a jumble of leftover rubbish from people’s travels through the port. In the same way, characters’ personal styles have been pulled together from a mix of their favourite clothes – no matter whether they match or not!
Organised Confusion

The audience is presented with most of the information in the very first scene of the play. From there on they can jointly enjoy the actors’ responses to the misunderstandings that make up the story. The company’s job is to clearly show the emotion of confusion without confusing the audience! 

Words and Actions

An important part of the rehearsal process was using actions to tell the story as much as words. 

This includes the fighting in the play which is presented in a cartoon style in our production to make sure people realise it is meant to be funny and no-one actually gets hurt!

“The action all happens with our bodies, not with the words. The words describe how we feel about those actions.”

Working together

The whole company is on stage throughout the production, all sharing the responsibility for telling the story in different ways. For example, every actor in the company helps to create the musical accompaniment and sound effects for the play. 
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