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MARKETING CONTACTS

Producer:  Sebastian Warrack

sebastianwarrack@toldbyanidiot.org 
Assistant Producer: Lucia Latimer 

lucialatimer@toldbyanidiot.org
Address:

Told by an Idiot

Unit LF 1.7

The Leathermarket

Weston Street

London SE1 3ER

t: 020 7407 4123 
f: 020 7407 9002

www.toldbyanidiot.org
BILLING

Told by an Idiot

Co-produced with Drum Theatre Plymouth
Commissioned by barbicanbite09 and unitytheatre

presents
THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS

Adapted by Told by an Idiot and Matthew Dunster
Based on the book by Michel Faber

Credits

Performed by Hayley Carmichael and Paul Hunter

Directed by Matthew Dunster

Designed by Naomi Wilkinson

Lighting design by Philip Gladwell

Sound design by Gareth Fry

Produced by Sebastian Warrack

THE STORY

Fantastical and captivating, THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS tells the story of two siblings who live with their scientist parents on a remote arctic exploration station.  They spend their days racing huskies across the wintry tundra, rolling in the snow and recording key events in The Book of Knowledge.  Their existence is perfect, until one day their mother unexpectedly takes to her bed and life for the twins will never be the same again.

THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS is a poignantly tender tale of what happens when you can’t stop time. 

Co-Artistic Directors of Told by an Idiot, Hayley Carmichael and Paul Hunter, bring acclaimed author Michel Faber’s enthralling story vividly to life, in this original production directed by Matthew Dunster.
THE CHARACTERS

Tainto’lilith

Marko’cain
“The Fahrenheit Twins”, aged between 9 – 11. They are identical in all but gender.  They are the protagonists of the story. 

Boris and



Una Fahrenheit
The Twins’ elderly Bavarian scientist parents

Miss Kristensen
A surprise visitor


MICHEL FABER
Novelist and short-story writer Michel Faber was born in Holland in 1960.  He moved with his family to Australia at the age of seven and has lived in Scotland since 1992.  He has written eight books, including the highly acclaimed The Crimson Petal and the White, The Apple (based on characters in The Crimson Petal and the White), and his Whitbread-shortlisted novel Under the Skin.  

Faber’s first published book in 1998 was a collection of short stories, Some Rain Must Fall.  Of these, the title piece won the Ian St James Award (1996), Fish won the Macallan Prize (1996) and Half a Million Pounds And A Miracle, won the Neil Gunn Award (1997). His published short stories also include The Fahrenheit Twins and most recently Vanilla Bright Like Eminem (2007).

Other fiction includes a novella, The Hundred and Ninety-Nine Steps (1999) and The Courage Consort (2002).  Last year he published his most recent novel, The Fire Gospel.
TARGET AUDIENCE

· Told by an Idiot “regulars” who have attended one or more of the following productions:  On the Verge of Exploding, I’m So Big, You Haven’t Embraced Me Yet, Don’t Laugh It’s My Life, I Weep at my Piano, Happy Birthday Mister Deka D, Shoot Me in the Heart, I Can’t Wake Up, Aladdin, A Little Fantasy, Playing the Victim, I’m a Fool to Want You, The Firework-Maker’s Daughter, Casanova, Beauty and the Beast and The Comedy of Errors (RSC).
· Michel Faber devotees and the booking buying public

· Bookshops and book clubs

· Regular theatregoers

· Previous audiences for Frantic Assembly, Improbable and Gecko, Complicite 

· Teenage audiences

· Physical and devised theatre audiences

· Experimental theatre audiences

Recommended Age: 12+

COMPANY HISTORY
Told by an Idiot was founded by Hayley Carmichael, Paul Hunter and John Wright in 1993 and is well known for producing work that is moving, comic and utterly theatrical.  The company sets out to discover the epic in the most personal of stories, whilst treading a fine line between comedy and tragedy.  Through devising and play, the company aims to tell stories using a wealth of imagery and a rich theatrical language, which is accessible to all. 
Since Told by an Idiot’s first production, On the Verge of Exploding, at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, the company has built up an enviable reputation. It has collaborated with celebrated artists and organisations of national and international standing, including Carol Ann Duffy, West Yorkshire Playhouse and the Lyric Hammersmith (Casanova); Zoe Rahmen; Philip Pullman (The Firework-Maker’s Daughter); Richard Wilson and the Royal Court (Playing The Victim), The Market Theatre Johannesburg and earlier this year saw a highly-praised production of The Comedy of Errors in association with the RSC in Stratford-upon-Avon.

PRESS QUOTES
“Theatre about as inventive, imaginative and fantastical as it gets” Time Out 

“Joyously, riotously inventive” The Times 

“Their work is never less than sublime” The Independent

“Told by an Idiot, the physical theatre ensemble led by Paul Hunter and Hayley Carmichael, specialises in its own form of poetic subversion” The Guardian

 “Told by an Idiot tells its stories in a playful way with the emphasis on the story and the style of the telling” The Yorkshire Post 
“Told by an Idiot use physical theatre and clowning with subtlety, precision and great wit” Metro
“A dazzling blend of improvisation allied to an inventive theatricality, held together with magnetic precision playing” The Independent

 “A crazily imaginative bunch” The Independent on Sunday

DIRECT MAIL LETTER

Dear xxx

“THEATRE AS ABOUT AS INVENTIVE, IMAGINATIVE AND FANTASTICAL AS IT GETS”









Time Out on Told by an Idiot

Celebrated throughout this country and overseas for their dazzling visual imagery and unrivalled anarchic comic invention, Told by an Idiot comes to xxxxxx from xx – xx xxx with an electrifying new production - THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS, based on the book by the award-winning author and international bestseller, Michel Faber (The Crimson Petal and the White, Under the Skin).

Fantastical and captivating THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS tells the story of two siblings who live with their scientist parents on a remote arctic exploration station.  They spend their days racing huskies across the wintry tundra, rolling in the snow, and recording key events in The Book of Knowledge.  Their existence is perfect, until one day their mother unexpectedly takes to her bed and life for the twins will never be the same again.

THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS is a poignantly tender tale of what happens when you can’t stop time.

For the first time in Told by an Idiot’s fifteen year history, its Co-Founders and Co-Artistic Directors, Hayley Carmichael and Paul Hunter, will perform together in this moving two-hander, which is vividly brought to life in an original production directed by Matthew Dunster.

Told by an Idiot’s acclaimed productions include Casanova, specially commissioned from Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy (a co-production with the Lyric Hammersmith and West Yorkshire Playhouse); Philip Pullman’s The Firework-Maker’s Daughter (Sheffield Crucible) and Playing The Victim, directed by Richard Wilson (Royal Court).

Make sure you don’t miss what promises to be a truly memorable evening.

Tickets are xxxxxxxx (concessions £ xx off) for performances on xxxday to Saturday evenings at xxpm.

Call the Box Office now on

xxxx or book online at www. Etc
DIRECT MAIL LETTER TO DRAMA TEACHERS
Dear Head of Drama

THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS based on the book by Michel Faber

Following their widely acclaimed schools production of THE COMEDY OF ERRORS with the Royal Shakespeare Company in Stratford-upon-Avon (“a truly mesmerising introduction to Shakespeare for primary school children”), Told by an Idiot now brings you its inventive adaptation of award-winning author Michel Faber’s short story THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS to xxxxxxxx (The Drum Theatre Plymouth/The Courtyard Theatre/unity/The Junction) from xxx to xxx.

Hailed by The Times as “Joyously, riotously inventive” and by The Independent as “Vigorously imaginative” Told by an Idiot has built up a reputation for its startlingly original productions, revelling in a style of performance that is bigger than life.
The company is drawn to THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS because it contains everything it aims to bring to their story telling. It is epic, whilst also being deeply personal. It is extremely funny, yet utterly tragic and ultimately human. It is a strange, captivating fable.
It tells the story of two pre-pubescent twins, Tainto’lilith and Marko’cain, who live with their scientist parents, isolated from the world, on a remote arctic exploration station.  They spend their time on their sledge, racing their huskies across the snowy tundra. Life is perfect until one day their parents arrive back in their helicopter from an expedition. Clearly something is wrong with their mother.  It is then that a series of strange incidents begin to unfold. 
THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS is suitable for GCSE, A/S and A2 level students. Recommended age 12+.
SPECIAL RATES FOR SCHOOL GROUPS

Groups of xx +  best available seats just £xx

Ring the Box Office now on xxxx xxxx  xxxx
For further information of THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS you can download the free Education Pack which is available from:
 www.toldbyanidiot.org/thefahrenheittwinseducation
BOX OFFICE INFORMATION

The Company

Told by an Idiot

What is Told by an Idiot?

Told by an Idiot is an anarchic, witty and inventive theatre company with a strong element of physicality 

The Press on Told by an Idiot
“Theatre about as inventive, imaginative and fantastical as it gets” Time Out
“Joyously, riotously inventive” The Times
“Their work is never less than sublime” The Independent
The Story
THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS tells the story of two siblings who live with their scientist parents on a remote arctic exploration station.  They spend their days racing huskies across the wintry tundra, rolling in the snow and recording key events in The Book of Knowledge.  Their existence is perfect, until one day their mother unexpectedly takes to her bed and life for the twins will never be the same again.

Funny and savage, THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS follows the young brother and sister as they set out on a remarkable life-changing journey of discovery.

The Performers
Co-Artistic Directors of Told by an Idiot, Hayley Carmichael and Paul Hunter will play all the parts

Recommended Age
12+

Performance Length
90 minutes without an interval
Schools
Suitable for GCSE and A Level Drama from Year 10 upwards.  

A free Education Pack is downloadable from www.toldbyanindiot.org from September.
For more information please contact Veronica Allen (until 8 September) Lucia Latimer (from 9 September) or Sebastian Warrack 

 020 7407 4123

veronicaallen@toldbyanidiot.org 
lucialatimer@toldbyanidiot.org 
sebastianwarrack@toldbyanidiot.org
PRESS RELEASE

Told by an Idiot

Co-produced with Drum Theatre Plymouth
Commissioned by barbicanbite09 and unitytheatre

presents
the World Premiere and UK tour of

THE FAHRENHEIT TWINS
Adapted by Told by an Idiot
Based on the book by Michel Faber
Performed by Hayley Carmichael and Paul Hunter
Directed by Matthew Dunster
Designed by Naomi Wilkinson / Lighting by Philip Gladwell
Sound Design by Gareth Fry

UK Tour: Thursday 24 September – Saturday 5 December 2009

Press nights: Thursday 1 October, Drum Theatre Plymouth


              Thursday 19 November, The Pit, Barbican, London

Told by an Idiot bring their rich and inventive style of storytelling to Michel Faber’s unsettling and poignant tale.

Adapted from the dark and fantastical short story by acclaimed author Michel Faber, The Fahrenheit Twins tells the tale of a brother and sister who live with their scientist parents on a remote arctic exploration station. They spend their days racing huskies 
across the wintry tundra, rolling in the snow and recording key events in The Book of Knowledge. Their existence is unusual but very content, until one day their mother unexpectedly takes to her bed and life for the twins is never the same again. 

Funny and savage, The Fahrenheit Twins is a tender tale about childhood interrupted by life’s cruel turns, and the irreversible progression towards becoming an adult. 

For the first time in Told by an Idiot’s fifteen year history its co-founders and artistic directors, Hayley Carmichael and Paul Hunter, will perform together in a two-hander. They bring this moving story vividly to life in an original production directed by Matthew Dunster. 

Michel Faber’s The Fahrenheit Twins is the latest in a series of productions in collaboration with acclaimed living authors. Previous work includes Philip Pullman’s novel The Firework-Maker’s Daughter (2003, Sheffield Crucible, Lyric Hammersmith) and Casanova (2007 West Yorkshire Playhouse, Lyric Hammersmith). The latter was specially commissioned by Told by an Idiot from recently appointed Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy.

The Fahrenheit Twins continues Told by an Idiot’s celebration of theatre that is bigger than life. Embracing artifice and making no attempt to portray reality, the company, nonetheless, remains fascinated by the fine line between comedy and tragedy that infuses everyday life. Through collaborative writing, anarchic physicality and a playful but rigorous approach to text, the company is committed to creating a genuinely spontaneous experience for audiences.  Using a wealth of imagery and rich theatrical language, Told by an Idiot tells universal stories that are accessible to all. 

Told by an Idiot recently created the RSC’s Young People’s production of The Comedy of Errors which played in Black Country schools from May and will play at The Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-Upon-Avon in June, July and August 2009 and Newcastle schools and Theatre Royal Newcastle in November 2009.

Told by an Idiot is delighted to be co-producing with Drum Theatre Plymouth, to be continuing its long relationship with unitytheatre, Liverpool and to have received its first commission from barbicanbite.
Matthew Dunster  - Director

Matthew is an actor, playwright and director.  Directing includes Troilus and Cressida, The Frontline (The Globe), Macbeth (Royal Exchange Theatre), You Can See the Hills, (Royal Exchange and Young Vic), Testing the Echo (Out Of Joint), Some Voices, The Member of the Wedding (Young Vic), Love and Money (Young Vic and Royal Exchange) - nominated for Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement In An Affiliate Theatre - Cruising (The Bush), Project D: I’m Mediocre (The Work) and Port Authority (Liverpool Everyman).  Writing for stage includes You Can See the Hills (Royal Exchange and Young Vic), You Used To (Contact), Tell Me (Contact and Donmar Warehouse), Two Clouds Over Eden (Royal Exchange). Writing for BBC R4 includes Depth of Field and Poor Echo. As an actor, theatre includes The Daughter In Law (Young Vic), Toast, Plasticine, Under the Whaleback and Harvest (Royal Court) and The Permanent Way (RNT/Out of Joint). 

Paul Hunter – Performer 

Paul is Co-Artistic Director of Told by an Idiot and is an Associate Director at The Octagon, Bolton.  He recently directed the Told by an Idiot/RSC co-production of The Comedy of Errors.  He has been involved with all Told by an Idiot’s productions to date including as performer in I’m So Big, You Haven’t Embraced Me Yet, Happy Birthday, Mr Deka D and Don’t Laugh It’s My Life.  He co-directed an adaptation of Philip Pullman’s The Firework-Maker’s Daughter and Aladdin and directed I Weep At My Piano, A Little Fantasy, I’m A Fool To Want You and Casanova, co-written with Carol Ann Duffy.     Other theatre includes Bottom in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (The Globe), Troilus and Cressida (The Globe),  Nocturnal (The Gate), Rapunzel and The Red Shoes (Kneehigh), Under the Black Flag (The Globe),The Play What I Wrote (West End), Oliver Twist and Pinocchio (Lyric Hammersmith) and  Into Our Dreams (Almeida). Other directing includes The Beauty Queen of Leenane (Best Production, Manchester Evening News Awards), Accidental Death of an Anarchist and The Venetian Twins (all at The Octagon, Bolton).  TV includes Trinity, Black Books, After You’ve Gone, The Only Boy For Me, Tunnel of Love, Hardware, My Family and The Lost World of Mitchell and Kenyon.
Hayley Carmichael – Performer 
Hayley is Co-Artistic Director of Told by an Idiot and has devised and performed in almost all of their productions including I’m a Fool to Want You, Playing the Victim, The Firework-Maker’s Daughter (co-directed),  A Little Fantasy and Casanova. She was awarded the TMA Best Actress Award in 1999 for her performance in Told by an Idiot’s I Weep at my Piano, The Dispute (Lyric Hammersmith, RSC), Mr Puntila and his Man Matti (The Right Size/Almeida)and Time Out Best Actress Award for I Weep at my Piano and The Dispute. Other theatre includes The Maids (Brighton Festival) Cymbeline (Kneehigh/RSC), Theatre of Blood (Improbable/NT), Street of Crocodiles (Complicite/NT). Most recently she has performed in Bliss (Royal Court) and Samuel Beckett’s Fragments (Théatre des Bouffes du Nord, Paris and international tour).

Naomi Wilkinson – Designer
For Told by an Idiot Naomi has designed Casanova (West Yorkshire Playhouse/Lyric Theatre Hammersmith), I’m a Fool to Want You (BAC London), The Firework-Maker’s Daughter (Lyric Theatre Hammersmith/Sheffield Crucible), A Little Fantasy (Soho Theatre London), Shoot Me in the Heart (Gate Theatre, London), I Can’t Wake Up (BAC London), Happy Birthday, Mr Deka D (Traverse Theatre), I Weep at My Piano (BAC London).  Other recent credits include The Last Witch (Lyceum Theatre, Edinburgh International Festival 09), Peer Gynt, (Barbican Bite 09, National Theatre of Scotland/Dundee Rep, awarded Best Design by the Critics’ Awards for Theatre in Scotland 2008), La Dispute (Abbey Theatre, Dublin), Cockroach, The Dogstone, Nasty, Brutish and Short and Nobody Will Ever Forgive Us (Traverse Theatre/ National Theatre of Scotland), Just for Show (DV8 Physical Theatre, RNT Lyttleton and International Tour), Glacier (Tilted Dance, Queen Elizabeth Hall), On Religion and Colder Than Here (Soho Theatre), Critical Mass (Almeida Opera),  A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Dundee Rep, awarded Best Design by the Critics awards for Theatre in Scotland 2007),  Don’t Look Back (Dreamthinkspeak Total Theatre Award Edinburgh 2005). Naomi is currently designing Christ Deliver Us for the Abbey Theatre Dublin and ‘NQR’ for Scottish Dance Theatre.
Philip Gladwell -  Lighting

Shows include Punk Rock (Lyric Hammersmith), 2nd May 1997 (Bush), Origins (Pentabus), Terminus (Abbey and Tour), Once on this Island (Birmingham/Nottingham/Hackney), After Dido (English National Opera), Macbeth (Royal Exchange Manchester), Harvest (UK Tour), Amazonia, Ghosts and The Member of the Wedding (Young Vic), Oedipus Rex (Royal Festival Hall), Oxford Street and Kebab (Royal Court), Il Trittico (Opera Zuid), Testing The Echo (Out Of Joint), Falstaff (Grange Park Opera), Blithe Spirit and Black Comedy (Watermill), Drowning On Dry Land (Salisbury Playhouse), Overspill, HOTBOI and Tape (Soho Theatre), Melody and In the Bag (Traverse), Mother Courage (Nottingham Playhouse/UK tour), Into the Woods, Macbeth and Way Up Stream (Derby Playhouse), The Bodies (Live Theatre), The Morris (Liverpool Everyman), Bread and Butter (Tricycle), The Canterville Ghost (Peacock), Awakening and Another America (Sadler's Wells). 

Gareth Fry – Sound Designer
Recent productions include After Dido (ENO), Dancing at Lughnasa (Old Vic), Endgame, Shun-kin (Complicite), Be Near Me and Black Watch (National Theatre of Scotland) and Othello (Frantic Assembly).  Other work includes Noise of Time (Complicite and the Emerson String Quartet), Strange Poetry (Complicite and the LA Philharmonic Orchestra), Mnemonic (Associate, Complicite), Tangle, The Swing Left, Zero Degrees and Drifting (Unlimited Theatre), Astronaut (Theatre O), The Bull, The Flowerbed and Giselle (Fabulous Beast Dance Theatre, Barbican Theatre), Living Costs (DV8 at Tate Modern), Some Trace Of Her, Women of Troy, A Matter Of Life and Death (Kneehigh/NT), Attempts on Her Life, Waves, Theatre of Blood, Iphigenia at Aulis, The Three Sisters, Ivanov and The Oresteia (National Theatre), Harvest, Under the Whaleback, Night Songs, Mountain Language and The Country (Royal Court).  Awards include the Olivier Award 2007 for Waves and the Olivier Award 2009 for Black Watch.
FOR FURTHER PRESS INFORMATION AND FOR IMAGES PLEASE CONTACT: 
NICOLA CONIBERE: 020 7485 1162/07990 977491 or nicolaconibere@hotmail.com 
TOUR SCHEDULE

Thursday 24 September – Saturday 10 October
Press Night: Thursday 1 October

DRUM THEATRE PLYMOUTH
Royal Parade, Plymouth, PL1 2TR

Times: 7.45pm

No performances Sundays

Tickets: 01752 267222 / www.theatreroyal.com
Tuesday 13 – Saturday 17 October
WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE

Playhouse Square, Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UP

Times: 7.45pm

Tickets: 0113 213 7700 / www.wyp.org.uk
Tuesday 20 – Saturday 24 October
UNITY THEATRE

1 Hope Place, Liverpool, L1 9BG

Times: 8pm

Tickets: 0151 709 4988 / www.unitytheatreliverpool.co.uk
Monday 2 – Thursday 5 November
THE JUNCTION

Clifton Way, Cambridge, CB1 7GX
Times: 8pm
Tickets: 01223 511511 / www.junction.co.uk
Wednesday 18 November – Saturday 5 December
Press Night: Thursday 19 November
BARBICAN CENTRE, THE PIT
7.45pm

No performances 22 & 29 November

Tickets: 0844 243 0766 / www.barbican.org.uk
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